
1 

Popular Sovereignty 

 

The ability of people to 

decide whether or not to 

have slavery 

2 

Slave Codes 

 

Rules that prevented slaves 

from learning to read, owning 

property, working for pay, 

etc.  

3 

John C. Calhoun’s position on 

the Compromise of 1850? 

 

Felt the South should be able 

to secede from the Union, 

California becoming free 

would ruin balance in country 

4 

Uncle Tom’s Cabin 

 

Novel written by Harriet 

Beecher Stowe describing the 

horrors of slavery 

5 

Lincoln-Douglas debates 

Discussed the problem of the 

country being half free, half 

slave. Lincoln wanted to stop 

the spread of slavery, Douglas 

wanted the people to decide 

slavery by state. 

6 

Anthony Burns 

 

Slave prosecuted under the 

Fugitive Slave Act 

7 

Pottawatomie Massacre  

 

John Brown and his men 

killed 5 pro-slavery people 

8 

Dred Scott Decision 

 

Sued his former owner for his 

freedom. Supreme Court said 

he could not sue because he 

was property 

9 

James Buchanan 

 

15
th

 president, from 

Pennsylvania, chosen because 

he was not present for the 

Kansas-Nebraska debates 

10 

Secede 

 

Officially leave a country, 

South seceded from North 

11 

Confederate States of 

America 

 

Name of the country formed 

by the Southern states 

12 

Compromise of 1850 

 

California becomes a free 

state, popular sovereignty is 

used to decide slavery in the 

rest of the Mexican Cession 

13 

Kansas-Nebraska Act 

 

Allow for popular sovereignty 

to decide slavery in 

Kansas/Nebraska. Eliminate 

the slavery border from the 

Missouri Compromise 

14 

Republican Party 

 

Formed to keep the Union 

together and fight against the 

spread of slavery in the West 

15 

Jefferson Davis 

 

President of the Confederacy 

16 

John Brown’s Raid 

 

Led attack on a federal 

arsenal at Harpers Ferry, also 

killed 5 pro-slavery 

supporters in Kansas 

 

17 

Wilmot Proviso 

 

Attempted to ban slavery in 

the Mexican Session 

18 

Stephen Douglas 

 

Illinois politician, debated 

with Lincoln about how to 

deal with slavery 

19 

Freeport Doctrine 

 

Police would enforce voters 

decision on slavery, even if it 

contradicted the Dred Scott 

decision 

 

 

20 

Free-Soil Party 

 

Northerners formed this party 

to support the Wilmot Proviso 

21 

Franklin Pierce 

 

14
th

 president (1852)  

 

22 

Fugitive Slave Act 

 

Required escaped slaves to be 

returned to their masters. 

Made it a crime to help 

escaped slaves.  

23 

Abraham Lincoln 

 

Illinois Politician, debated 

Douglas about slavery 

24 

Election of 1860 

 

Lincoln becomes president 

(1
st
 Republican President) 

 

25 

Lincoln’s goal as president 

 

Keep the Union (North and 

South) together 



 

 


